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DISTINGUISHED PANEL
TODAY’S AGENDA
 Our panel will explain how sustainable partnerships require a 
common vision/spirit, mutual respect, built trust and effective 
communication.
 Our panel has been engaged in multiple partnerships and 
initiatives over the last 10+ years including: NSWG, Bicentennial 
Commission, CAYND program, OSU YVPAB, CeaseFire
Columbus, Ministries 4 Movement, and more. Experience with 
short-term and long-term collaborations. 
 We will share insights of our journey in translating gun violence 
research to practice. We have successfully engaged the 
community including those at the HIGHEST risk of being shot or 
shooting in evidence-based strategies with a holistic approach.
7 KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL ENGAGEMENT
(1) Find a community
(2) Find like-minded (or 
like-spirited) people
(3) Check your privilege
(4) Be prepared to be 
schooled
(5) Be genuine –mindful 
& open
(6) Stay committed for 
the long-haul (not grant 
cycle)
(7) Partnerships 
(Relationships) take 
time and evolve over 
time
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SHARING RESULTS
•AREA YOUTH AND ADULTS
•FAITH LEADERS  
•NON PROFIT AGENCIES
•FOR PROFIT  BUSINESSES
•ADVOCATES AND SURVIVORS 
•GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
•SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES
•STUDENTS AND FACULTY 
•Public Health leaders
•Physicians 
•Mental health providers
•Housing Providers
•Criminal justice agencies
•Courts & Probation/ Parole
•Law Enforcement
•Youth Services
•Corrections & Rehabilitation
OSU YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION ADVISORY BOARD (2007-2013)
THE YVPAB 
2011 
EXECUTIVE
TEAM
AS A COLLABORATIVE THE YVPAB
GENERATED, CRITICALLY 
EVALUATED AND SHARE 
KNOWLEDGED!
In 2010-11, YVPAB members 
agreed, what was needed was… 
A holistic evidence-based 
approach that gets results… 
thus, we developed the 
CeaseFire Columbus Initiative.
OUR PRODUCTS INCLUDED: 
AN ONLINE VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION  COMMUNITY: 
Csiknowledgecenteratosu.ning.com
An Annual ConferenceA Quarterly 
eNewsletter *SAVE the date* Promoting 
Community 
Safety and 
Preventing 
Violence: 
Integrating 
Lessons 
from  Research 
and Practice 
Dates: 
June 17, 2011
July 23, 2010
June 26, 2009
Spreading Awareness
2011 Annual Conference- Keynote Speaker Dr. Gary Slutkin
Spreading Awareness
2011 YVPAB Awards
ENGAGED SCHOLARSHIP AND ACTION 
RESEARCH CO-PRODUCER WITH PARTNERS
EARLY PROCESS (2009-2011)
• Analyze violence 
patterns
• Identify highest 
violence areas
• Map community 
assets and resources
• Build relationships 
with stakeholders
• Assess fit between 
model and community 
needs
• Start working with 
grassroots activists
THE GEOGRAPHY 
OF HOMICIDE IN 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 
2000-2009
Map Prepared by 
Dr. Ola Ahlqvist & 
Ashley Hicks
Data Analysis
Table 1. Reported Gun Violence by Police Precinct, 
Columbus, Ohio, 2007-2009, Rates per 10,000
2007 2008 2009
PRECINCT
Pop. 2000 Census
GUN ASSAULT 
GUN ROBBERY 
GUN HOM
ICIDE 
GUN ASSAULT 
GUN ROBBERY 
GUN HOM
ICIDE 
GUN ASSAULT 
GUN ROBBERY 
GUN HOM
ICIDE 
TOTAL 2007-2009 
Lowest Precinct 
17 62,978 0.0 2.4 0.2 0.2 8.1 0.3 0.0 2.1 0.3 13.5
City-wide 
Average 711,345 8.3 30.7 1.4 7.2 27.1 2.0 9.4 28.4 1.52 115.9
Highest Precinct 
12 (43205) 14,204 21.1 54.9 4.9 21.8 83.1 2.8 23.2 54.9 2.1 268.9
3rd Highest 
Precinct 11 
(43206) 24,936 12.0 49.7 1.6 10.8 36.5 6.8 16.4 59.8 6.8 200.5
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS --EARLY 
FUNDING TO OSU TEAM
$50K Award 
for 
Community 
Outreach 
Project 
2011
$25K Interdisciplinary Seed Project, Crime Mapping 2010
$23K Community 
Outreach & 
Conference 2011
$25K Knowledge 
Center Web Resource 
& Outreach 2010
$14,500 Conference 2010 & 2011 OSU YVPAB Capacity Building 2011
A strategic public health approach to prevent violence. 
The Model adapts to the local situation, uses local 
practitioners, and a management structure that works at both 
the community and city/county levels. 
Relies heavily on public education to change attitudes and 
behaviors toward violence.
Employs “credible messengers” to reach high risk 
individuals.
Community involvement helps change norms.
Documented success in multiple neighborhoods.
Core Components
Data 
Analysis
Community 
Mobilization
Grassroots/Faith 
Leadership
Street Outreach
Primary and 
Secondary 
Prevention 
Public 
Education
CJ advocacy and 
Restorative Justice
Evaluation
Health 
advocacy

M4M Focus Community
CENSUS BLOCK GROUP –M4M AREA
55007
SOUTHSIDE, SO MUCH MORE THAN A PLACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPuxtUuY4qU
“R” YOU AT THE TABLE?
YOU HAVE TO BE AT THE TABLE TO 
CHANGE THE LABEL
RELATIONSHIPS
RESOURCES
REVIVING 
REDEMPTION
CONCEPTION AS 1ST
SUNDAY MARCH
FIRST SUNDAYS: is a concept that was envisioned when Brother Cecil Ahad, 
Dartangnan Hill and Pastor F.V. LaMarr came together at the death of Dominique 
Searcy to address the problem of crime and violence. 
In an informal setting Pastor LaMarr shared that violence among African American 
males is a problem with epidemic proportions that can be traced to the roots of 
premature promiscuous relationship that leads to premature parenthood that is 
remotely connected to the lack of education which leads to poverty, public 
assistance and prison. 
These frustration are escalate and perpetrated mainly in the inner city. This 
problem previously disregarded and ignored as long as it was contain in certain 
inner city areas but the federal changes in the public housing assistance has 
cause it to spread in a more widespread area causing many to take notice and 
actions. 
Systematic oppression, People for Profit, Rough Riders, 

Capacity Building for the CeaseFire Columbus Team
Columbus Team visits Chicago, Chicago director visits Columbus

MAP 2. 2007-2012 HOMICIDES IN COLUMBUS, OHIO PRECINCTS 11 AND 12 (n=79)
HOW DOES VIOLENT CRIME IN 
43205 & 43206  COMPARE?
Gun Homicides 2007-2012
CFC strategies continue as M4M
8 core components
There are eight core components including: 
(1) Community Mobilization and Prevention Education [12 month marches and services;
adult-youth allies; voter registration drive; community festival]
(2) Family Support and Education [40-50 families per year: to consist of parenting classes;
child and adult development classes; mother-to-mother support group; grief and trauma
counseling; and homework heroes]
(3) Youth Development, Engagement, and Education [cultural foundations trainings,
drumming, dancing, & music enrichment; summer boot camp; safety training; substance
abuse and violence prevention education; school partnerships, Homework Heroes]
(4) Public Safety Training for Community Residents [6-12 trainings per year]
(5) Intensive Street Outreach to High Risk Individuals -- Mediation and Violence
Interruption [8-12 mediation per year, reach 40 HRI in our area]
(6) Criminal Justice Advocacy and Partnerships [work with individuals who are systems
involved to promote desistance, alternatives to incarceration and successful transitions out
of justice control; continue working with criminal justice professionals to advocate for youth
and families in our area.]
(7) Coordinated Resources and Referral Service Delivery System [develop MOUs with
organizations inventoried in the 43206 Community Resource Guide to provide services to
M4M youth and families].
(8) Data analysis, Research and Evaluation [document our work using multiple method;
assess impact on crime patterns, use data to drive resource allocation].
Community Mobilization
MFM/FMBC Monthly Healing Marches and Service
CeaseFire Core Components
Street Outreach and Conflict Mediation: Brother Cecil, Brother
Dartangnan Hill, Brother Benny, Pastor LaMarr, Tammy Alsaada
and others have devoted countless hours to street outreach
and violence interrupter services to target area youth (14-26)
who are at high risk of being shot or being a shooter. Although
funding has been difficult to secure the team continues to
enage the highest risk in an effort to save lives and promote
community safety.
Street Outreach and Conflict Mediation
Core Components
Faith Leader Involvement and Healing
Faith Leadership in this Peace Movement: Pastor LaMarr Co-founded
Ministries 4 Movement and has co-lead the 1st Sunday march and service
monthly since November of 2009. February will be the 100 consecutive march.
Pastor LaMarr and FMBC provide spiritual leadership, open the church as safe
havens, and works to spread awareness that violence is not acceptable in our
community. Healing through Christ brings about process of redemption. Pastor
LaMarr offers guidance to others interested in the M4M model.
Core Components
Community Outreach & Mobilization
Community Mobilization: Mobilize and empower the
community to engage informal social control through collective
responses to violence, participation in community events, block-
level organizing and more. Celebrate non-violence! Celebrate
life!
RESOURCES
PRIMARY PREVENTION 
INVESTING IN OUR YOUTH
Core Components
Public Education Campaign: Violence is preventable! We
campaigned to spread strong anti-violence public education
messages; implement anti-violence events and unify the
community around prevention. Zari Carmona at JPS Print was
our graphic designer.
Public Education Campaign
Core Components
M4M Public Education Campaign
Core Components
Data Driven Solutions and Evaluation
•Data Driven Solutions and Evaluation of our Efforts: Data Driven Solutions
and Evaluation of our Efforts:
•Analyze changes in patterns of gun violence including hot spots and retaliatory
homicides.
•Analyze state-wide data on gun offenders and victims.
•Build on real time intelligence gathering for street level intervention. Community
asset mapping to build a strong network of support among community members.
•Partner with law enforcement to access data.
M4M INITIATIVES
M4M INITIATIVES
Monthly community march and service
Spiritual and social health counseling
Street outreach
Conflict mediation
Public Education Campaign
Resource support and referral
Feeding program
Restorative Justice Program
Court review program
Crime hot spot analysis 
Web site and social media outreach
Training workshops
Each one Teach One Lending Library
Parenting classes
Summer youth camp program
Community garden
Saturday youth activities
Quarterly CSI/M4M newsletter (2009-
2015)
Annual community festival
Annual anniversary dinner
Alternative high school education
Workforce development and employment
National criminal justice advocacy
Process and Impact Evaluation
INPUTS: TEAM TRAININGS & 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Trained from the NYC Youth Violence study 
Trained in the Ceasefire/Cure Violence model
OSU Law School Conflict Mediation training
Trauma-informed care and brain development training (Dr. Perry)
Trauma-informed care –Hurt People Hurt People (Drs. Rich & Corbin)
7 Habits of Healthy Teens & Highly Effective People
The Art of Hosting
Bridges out of Poverty
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS –M4M TEAM FUNDING
UNFUNDED
2009-Columbus Foundation
2009 –US Dept. of Justice –BJA
2009- US Dept. of Justice –OJJDP 
(APDS partner)
2010 –US Dept. of Justice –OJJDP 
(replication grant try1)
2011 –US Dept. of Justice –OJJDP 
(replication grant try2)
2012 –US Dept. of Justice –OJJDP 
(replication grant try3)
2012-2015 –City of Columbus
2015 –Neighborhood Partnership Grant
FUNDED
$50K The Office of the Attorney General Mike 
DeWine, State of Ohio. For Street Outreach and 
Public Education, to MFM, 10/1/13-9/30/14 
Outcomes: 
• mediated/interrupted 97 separate episodes of 
potential violence in our area
• worked with 30 high risk individuals
• made 11 hospital visits 
• 6 participants were able to have warrants for non-
violent offenses converted to summons.
• made 18 presentations and conducted outreach 
visits to local schools reaching 500 youth.
• 960 people have been engaged in one or more of 
our 12 monthly community marches/workshops
After 4 years we made a 
documentary. Watch it.
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=PwbYOAtgA
Bo
Ministries 4 Movement 2009-2018 Timeline
1st
Nov. 
2009
Gone but 
Not 
Forgotten
1st Year 
Homicidal 
Pain
13th
Nov. 
2010
Break 
‘em to 
Make 
‘em
2nd Year 
Homicidal 
Healing 
3rd Year 
Community 
Outreach
4th Year 
Community 
Unity
5th Year 
Positive 
Youth/Family 
Development
61st
Nov. 2014
That’s how 
it Starts
but it’s 
Much more 
than 
Marches
73th
Nov. 2015
Guidelines 
of 
Growing 
Up 2 
Frontlines 
of 
Standing 
Up
97th
Nov.
2017
We 
Perfect 
the 
March 
when we 
Engage 
our Part
25th
Nov. 2011
Keep the 
Reigns
to your 
Campaign
37th
Nov. 2012
Getting 
Connected 
While 
Staying 
Directed
49th
Nov. 2013
ReUnite to 
Make 
Things 
Right
6th Year 
Called to 
Make a 
Difference
85th
Nov. 2016
Cast your 
Vote to 
Maintain 
your Hope
7th Year 
Mandating 
a Mountain 
Top 
Ministry
8th Year 
Sanctified 
through 
Sacrifical
Service
9th Year 
Planting 
Seed 
for Life
YVPAB, CeaseFire & M4M in the News
YVPAB, CeaseFire & M4M in the News
YVPAB, CeaseFire & M4M in the News
Our team in the News
YVPAB, CeaseFire and M4M in the News
The Interrupters 
M4M in the News


FEAR OF LETTING THE TEAM DOWN… 
SECONDARY TRAUMA AND PTSD RELAPSE
FINDING A NEW WAY
https://medium.com/@jgrabmeier/guns-gangs-and-gardens-c839908ffdfe
86TH M4M 1ST SUNDAY MARCH, DEC. 2016




GEOGRAPHIC 
PATTERNS OF 
GUN HOMICIDE 
REMAIN 
CONSTANT 
OVER 20 YEARS
2017
Precinct 11 and 12
GET INVOLVED,  JOIN THE MOVEMENT
WHO CAN STOP THE SPREAD OF GUN VIOLENCE?
CHILDREN
TEENS & 
YOUNG 
ADULTS ADULTS
ADVOCATES, 
EDUCATORS, 
& SERVICE
PROVIDERS ACADEMICS
CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE 
SYSTEM 
ACTORS POLICY 
MAKERS
Thank you!
Questions?
CECIL A. AHAD
Born and raised on Columbus East Side. Poor decision of 
dropping out of the  Columbus Public Schools in the 11th 
grade along with many other bad decisions and habits led 
him to spend over a decade of his life in the state 
correctional system. Fifteen years after serving his time 
and gaining his G.E.D. has went on to enroll in Ohio 
University College, he’s now a married man, affluent 
author of numerous articles, one being “Gorilla on My 
Back”. Cecil is presently CEO of A&A Community Store & 
Market on Columbus East Side, also CEO of Morally 
Excellent, LLC. Both businesses gainfully employing 
young African Americans, teaching them the art of self-
sufficiency and entrepreneurship. 
He is a present member of Men for the Movement, the  
National  Center for Urban Solution and various other 
community groups and organizations that focus on 
motivating, mentoring and coaching youths and ex-
offenders. He accredits his continue success to the art of 
helping others he says as we learn to balance the four 
dimensions of our nature.
DARTANGNAN HILL
AKA O.G. Half` was born and raised on 22nd Street 
on Columbus south side. In 1993 Founded the 22nd 
Street Bloods in Columbus. A gang he started for 
protection but later escalated into greater acts of 
violence, drug sales and vandalism. As a result 
causing him to suffer numerous gunshot wounds 
while loosing numerous friends during the course 
of the gang’s activity. He attended South High 
School until his senior year in 1995 when he was 
arrested on false charges and was able to obtained 
his GED while detained in the county jail. After 
being found not guilty he continued gang  activity 
until May 3, 2003 when he was again arrested, tried 
and wrongly fully sentence. While serving four 
years of a twenty four years sentence. After seeking 
God for a sign and patiently insisting his innocence. 
He later found himself on the same prison ward as 
the man who actually committed the crime. In June 
of 2005, he was released and after being awarded a 
small sum of money for wrongful imprisonment he 
invested in a business that he labeled as his 
request from God; “Show Me A Sign” . He is also 
presently  President and CEO of Hard life 
Entertainments. A business  geared toward  trying 
to help young artist get started in the music 
industry. Along with his business he is also a active 
member 
TAMMY FOURNIER ALSAADA
Tammy is an Author, Advocate and Community Organizer from Columbus, 
Ohio, whose mission is to be a voice for her community by advocating for 
criminal justice reform issues important to grassroots community members 
and their families. Tammy has served on the Franklin Prerelease Citizens 
Advisory Board and was also an involved member of the Franklin County 
Reentry Task Force as a founding member, where she chaired the sub-
committee Faith, Family and Community. She has been very instrumental in 
the Juvenile Justice Community Planning Initiative studying Disproportionate 
Minority Contact (DMC) as well as a Fall Fellow and Team Leader for the 2011 
Obama for America Presidential Campaign in Columbus, Ohio.
Recruited specifically for her outstanding leadership and involvement in a 
variety of local task forces, collaborative groups, and in the faith community, 
Dr. Deanna Wilkinson at The Ohio State University chose Tammy as an 
Outreach Specialist and Chairperson for the OSU Youth Violence Prevention 
Advisory Board and the Community Safety Institute where she impacted her 
community as a co-developer of Ceasefire Columbus. She is currently serving 
as the Community Organizer for the Ohio Juvenile Justice Coalition 
advocating for Ohio’s youth. In 2017, she was named a Woman of 
Achievement by the Columbus YWCA. 
Tammy is known for her published works. Her first novel, entitled P.I.E.C.E.S.: 
A Booster’s Story, was released by national publishing company Kensington 
Publishing under their Urban Books imprint in October of 2008.
PASTOR FREDERICK V. LAMARR
A devoted husband (Michelle Bogan), father (Micahya Danyelle) and life-long 
resident of Columbus, OH. Educated in Public School System; Cols East 
High (NHS Class 78).
Licensed to Preach the Gospel in 1987, indoctrinated under the Mt. Calvary 
District Board of Elders in 1994, studied the Greek and Hebrew languages at 
Eastern Union Bible College, along with extensive religious studies at the 
Moody Bible College, and Master School of Divinity holding a Master’s 
Degree in Biblical Counseling. An affluent writer with books and booklets that 
are distributed through his Pen Pal Prison Ministry and daily bible teaching.
He holds the titles of C.E.O of Reaching Higher Heights 4 Life and Co-
founder of Ministries 4 Movement. He volunteers as a Sherriff Clergy, 
Juvenile Courts Advisory, actively serves in both the Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference, Ministerial Alliance, Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance. 
He launched and co- host the highly rated talk show “Pulse of the City” on 
Bounce23TV on Sunday nights @7:30 where he highlights and address 
issues that face the minority community within Columbus and Vicinity.
Pastor LaMarr accepted his calling of leadership of the Family Missionary 
Baptist Church in 1997. He has devoted much of his ministry to community 
outreach and activism, focusing on gang activity and changing the paradigms 
of the inner city. His lifelong commitment has enabled Him to impact so many 
of God’s people in a life changing way. His favorite scripture is
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 “For thou we walk in the flesh…weapon of our 
warfare are not carnal…”
JERRY SAUNDERS SR.
Jerry Saunders, Sr., Chief Executive Officer of Africentric
Personal Development Shop, Inc. (APDS)which is a behavioral 
healthcare center specializing in Cognitive Behavioral Therapy 
(CBT) and education classes to prevent, treat, and eliminate 
substance abuse and domestic violence. In addition, APDS 
provides community outreach, which includes male and female 
support groups and a 9-week SMART 2.0 Summer Enrichment 
Program for youth ages 6 to 13. APDS has a staff of 23 including 
10 seasonal employees. APDS is certified by Ohio Department of 
Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS).
Saunders is managing partner of The Saunders Company, a public 
relations company. Jerry serves on the board of trustees for 
Creative Housing, Inc. and the board of directors for Women’s 
Center for Economic Opportunity.
Prior to joining APDS in April 1997, Saunders served ten years as 
executive director of the Eldon W. Ward YMCA Branch of Central 
Ohio.
Jerry has more than 35 years of personal and community development experience. Saunders has an 
extensive history of serving on governing boards of public entities and 501(C)3 non-profit community 
development organizations including:
• Commissioner of the City of Columbus Recreation and Parks Department (15 years)
• Board of Trustees for Franklin County Children Services (6years)
• Children’s Hunger Alliance (6years)
• Officer on the Franklin County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (4years)
• Inaugural Chairman of After-School All-Stars Columbus Board of Trustees (6 years)
• Board of Directors for the 100 Black Men of America, Inc. (4 years)
• Founding member on the Board of Trustees for Mid Ohio Stranger Abduction Alert (AMBER Alert)
• Governance Board for Columbus Africentric Early College School
• Founding member and Chairman Emeritus of Compassionate Communications of Central Ohio 
Board of Trustees
• United Way of Central Ohio Education Vision Council
• Columbus City Schools Education Foundation Board of Trustees
• The Ohio State University Youth Violence Prevention Advisory Board
• Pickerington Schools 21st Century Advisory Board
• Tri-Chair of Together 2000 of Franklin County
Co-Chair of the “Building a Better Columbus Committee” which he spearheaded the passage of eight Capital 
Improvement Bond Issues for $590.9 million.
The Oberlin College graduate is the recipient of numerous awards including the Columbus Urban League 
Award of Excellence, 100 Black Men of Central Ohio Mentor of the Year, and Greater Columbus Community 
Helping Hands, Inc. Ambassador of Health and Wellness Award. Saunders received the prestigious Paul 
Harris Fellow of The Rotary Foundation from Columbus Rotary.
A native of Columbus, Ohio, Jerry attended Mohawk Junior-Senior High School. He is married to E. Gayle 
Saunders and they have one son, Jerry Jr.
DEANNA WILKINSON
I have devoted my career to research, teaching, and service to promote the understanding of social problems 
that afflict urban communities in poverty. As a criminologist, with multidisciplinary training, situated in an 
interdisciplinary unit of Human Sciences at OSU, my work focuses on the intersections of context, 
development and policy/practice. I pride myself on being an engaged scholar with strong activist leanings. My 
scholarly work on understanding the decision making of shooters has been used to develop and refine gun 
violence prevention strategies around the country. As an ethnographic and applied researcher, I devote 
considerable time to:
• community partnerships;
• working directly with youth and adults to develop, implement, and evaluate intervention/prevention 
strategies;
• creating opportunities for student involvement in the community; and
• building lasting relationships with people situated in neighborhoods characterized by high rates of poverty 
and violence.
I am passionate about making a difference to promote community safety and healing from the adverse affects 
of poverty and violence. The photo gallery below includes some of my favorite memories of the past few years 
in Columbus, Ohio. I am fortunate to be part of such a wonderful community! Read about our work in the CSI 
eNewsletter From Research to Practice: Bridging the Gaps through Collaboration.
